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Coverage. “Site or lot coverage” means site or lot coverage means the percentage of the total 
site area occupied by buildings and structures. For the purposes of this definition, “buildings” 
include all land covered by primary buildings, garages and carports, accessory buildings, covered 
decks, and other enclosed and covered areas, but not standard roof overhangs or eves, 
uncovered decks, paved areas such as walkways, driveways, patios, uncovered parking areas or 
roads. All areas of coverage are computed at ground level. 
 
"Crop Production" (land use) means agricultural and horticultural uses including but not limited 
to production of grains, field crops, vegetables, fruits, nut trees, herbs, flowers, seeds, nursery 
stock and ornamental plant production (including those plants, trees, shrubs, and ground covers 
grown in containers, green houses [See Section 17.56.180(C)(3) for applicable regulations] 
shade structures, under cover and in the ground [Plant Production Nurseries, that is the 
production of all types of nursery stock and ornamental plants, are subject to separate 
requirements and permits], tree and sod farms, associated crop preparation services and 
harvesting activities including, but not limited to, mechanical soil preparation, irrigation system 
construction, spraying, crop processing and sales of the agricultural crop only. (See Section 
17.56.165). 
 
“Crop production” (land use) Agricultural uses including production of grains, field crops, 
vegetables, melons, fruits, tree nuts, flower fields and seed production, ornamental crops, tree 
and sod farms, associated crop preparation services and harvesting activities including, but not 
limited to, mechanical soil preparation, irrigation system construction, spraying, crop processing 
and sales in the field not involving a permanent structure. 
 
“CUP” means Conditional Use Permit. See Section 17.58.130. 
 
“Dairy” means a place where three or more cows or goats are maintained for the purpose of 
producing milk or other dairy products for sale. 
 
Days. Whenever a number of days is specified in this chapter, or in any permit, condition of 
approval or notice issued or given as provided in this chapter, such number of days shall be 
construed as calendar days, except that such time limits shall extend to the following working day 
where the last of the specified number of days falls on a Saturday, Sunday or any County holiday. 
 
“Debris” means materials stored outdoors and visible to the general public, which may be 
considered both an aesthetic and an environmental nuisance. Debris includes, but is not limited 
to the following: any and all secondhand and/or used machinery, scrap metals (including parts 
from automobiles, tools, or farm equipment), appliances, lumber, pipes, abandoned vehicles, 
wrecked vehicles, inoperable vehicles and/or other discarded personal property, which may or 
may not have useful value.  
 
“Deck” means an outdoor activity area consisting of a wood and/or concrete platform that is 
elevated at least twelve (12) inches above the surrounding finish grade, and is unenclosed other 
than by a railing. 
 
“Density” means the measure of the ratio of population to the area of land occupied by that 
population, which for the purposes of this chapter is expressed as dwelling units per acre. “Gross 
density” is the number of lots derived from dividing the area of a site by the area required for each 
lot or dwelling unit. “Net density” is the number of lots resulting from subtracting the area 
required for streets (in the case of a subdivision) from the total area of the undivided site, and 
then dividing the remaining area by the area required for each lot. 
 
Density Bonus. See “Residential density bonus.” (Section 17.54.120). 
 
Department. See “Planning Department.” 
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 “Garage space” means an accessible and usable enclosed parking space of not less than nine 
feet by twenty (20) feet for the storage of automobiles. 
 
Garbage. See “Debris.” 
 
“General plan” means the Placer County general plan, including all elements thereof and all 
amendments thereto, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Section 65300 et seq. 
of the California Government Code. 
 
“Glass products” (land use) means manufacturing establishments producing flat glass and 
other glass products which are pressed, blown, or shaped from glass produced in the same 
establishment. Does not include artisan and craftsman type operations of a larger scale than 
home occupations, which are listed under “Small scale manufacturing.” (SIC: Groups 321, 323) 
 
“Government Code” means the Government Code of the state of California. 
 
“Grade” means the vertical location of the ground surface, as follows: 
 
 1. “Existing or natural grade” means the contour of the ground surface before grading. 
 
 2. “Rough grade” means the stage at which the grade approximately conforms to the 
approved plan. 
 
 3. “Finish grade” means the final terrain contour of the site that conforms to the approved 

grading plan. 
 
“Granting authority” means the body assigned the authority by this chapter to conduct hearings 
and/or approve, approve subject to conditions, or disapprove applications for land use permits, 
variances, rezonings and Zoning Ordinance amendments, appeals, surface mining reclamation 
plans, or to make any other decisions specified by this chapter. Granting authorities identified by 
this chapter include the Planning Director, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission, 
and the Board of Supervisors. 
 
“Grazing” (land use) means the raising or feeding of horses, beef cattle, sheep and goats, and 
other similar animals, on a parcel or contiguous group of parcels ten (10) acres or more in gross 
area, by allowing the land these animals occupy to provide most of their food (e.g., irrigated 
pasture, dry pasture, range grasses, etc.). Does not include feedlots, which are separately 
defined. See also the definition of “Animal raising and keeping” and Section 17.56.050 (Animal 
raising and keeping) of this chapter. 
 
“Greenhouses” means agricultural or residential accessory structures with transparent or 
translucent roof and/or wall panels intended for the raising of plants. Section 17.56.180 contains 
the standards for greenhouses. See also "Plant nurseries" Section 17.56.165. 
 
“Grocery and liquor stores” (land use) means stores selling food for home preparation and 
consumption, as well as the retail sale of packaged alcoholic beverages for consumption off the 
premises, including wine tasting facilities that are not on the same site as a winery. Includes 
catering services independent to on-site food sales. Includes retail bakeries. Establishments 
(except for wine tasting facilities) may include no more than two gas pumps as an accessory use. 
(SIC: Groups 54, 592) 
 
Gross Lot Area. See “Minimum lot area.” 
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“Planning Director,” or “director” means the head of the Planning Department and chief 
Planning officer of Placer County who is appointed by and serves at the discretion of the County 
Executive Officer, with responsibilities and authority established by Section 17.60.020 of this 
chapter. Unless otherwise stated, the Planning Director’s designee may be substituted for the 
director wherever this chapter mentions Planning Director. 
 
"Plant Production Nurseries, Plus"  (land use) means commercial establishments engaged in 
buying, displaying and selling containerized and non-containerized horticultural, ornamental and 
nursery stock produced primarily on-site plus non-plant nursery products as an accessory use to 
the primary use. Such nursery operations may involve the application of fertilizers, pesticides, 
herbicides, as well as other appropriate agricultural management practices. 
 
"Plant Nurseries, Retail" means commercial establishments engaged in the sale of ornamental 
plants, other nursery products, grown under cover or outdoors, garden accessories, garden 
equipment, and garden or landscape supplies. The sale of house plants or other nursery products 
entirely within a building is also included under "Retail stores, general merchandise." 
 
"Plant Production Nursery" A type of crop production. Production of all types of nursery stock 
and ornamental plants with no accessory sales of non-plant products. See "Crop Production", 
"Plant Production Nurseries, Plus", and Section 17.56.165. 
 
“Plant nurseries” (land use) Commercial agricultural establishments engaged in the production 
of ornamental plants and other nursery products, grown under cover or outdoors. Also includes 
establishments engaged in the sale of such products (e.g., wholesale and retail nurseries) and 
commercial scale greenhouses (home greenhouses are included under “Residential Accessory 
Uses.”) The sale of house plants or other nursery products entirely within a building is also 
included under “Retail Stores, General Merchandise”. 
 
“Plastics” and “rubber products” (land use) means the manufacture of rubber products such 
as: tires; rubber footwear; mechanical rubber goods; heels and soles; flooring; and rubber 
sundries from natural, synthetic or reclaimed rubber. Also includes establishments primarily 
manufacturing tires (establishments primarily recapping and retreading automobile tires are 
classified in “Auto, mobile home, vehicle and supplies sales”). Also includes: establishments 
engaged in molding primary plastics for the trade, and manufacturing miscellaneous finished 
plastics products; fiberglass manufacturing, and fiberglass application services. (SIC: Group 30) 
 
“Porch” means a area immediately outside of a building entrance that is: attached to the 
building; at least partially roofed; paved, or elevated and constructed of wood, concrete or 
masonry; and that provides a transition between the outdoors and the building interior. 
 
“Printing and publishing” (land use) means establishments engaged in printing by letterpress, 
lithography, gravure, screen, offset or other common process including electrostatic (xerographic) 
copying and other “quick printing” services; and establishments serving the printing trade such as 
bookbinding, typesetting, engraving, photoengraving and electrotyping. This group also includes 
establishments that publish newspapers, books and periodicals, whether or not they do their own 
printing; and establishments manufacturing business forms and binding devices. (SIC: Group 27) 
 
“Property lines” means the recorded boundaries of a lot of record, as follows: 
 
1. Front property line means a lot boundary that abuts any road or street adjacent to the 

subject parcel, whether the parcel is a corner or interior lot. 
 
2. Rear Property Line. The rear property line is opposite the front property line of a parcel. 
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 ZONE DISTRICTS 

 ZONE 
DISTRICTS COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

AGRICULTURAL, 
RESOURCE 

OPEN SPACE 

LAND USE TYPES RS RM RA RF C1 C2 C3 CPD HS MT OP RES AP BP IN INP AE F FOR O TPZ W 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 

Agricultural accessory 
structures (Section 
17.56.020(B)) 

  C C        C     C C C C C  

Agricultural processing   MUP MUP   C        C MUP MUP MUP MUP  MUP  

Animal raising and keeping 
(Section 17.56.050) * * * * * * *   *  * * * * * * * * * *  

Animal sales yards, feed lots, 
stockyards               CUP  CUP CUP     

Chicken, turkey and hog 
ranches                 CUP CUP     

Crop production   A A A A A A A  A A A A A A A A A A A  

Equestrian facilities (Section 
17.56.050)   * *        *     * * * * *  

Fertilizer plants               CUP   CUP     

Fisheries and game preserves A  A A        A     A A A A A  

Forestry   A A A A A A A  A A A A   A A A A A  

Grazing   A A A A A A A  A  A A   A A A A A  

Mining, surface and 
subsurface (Section 
17.56.270) 

  CUP CUP        CUP   CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP 

Oil and gas wells                 CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Plant nurseries retail (See 
Section 17.56.165)     MUP C C CUP C   CUP   C MUP MUP MUP MUP    

Plant Production Nurseries 
(See Section 17.56.165)   * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * *  

Water extraction and storage 
(commercial)   CUP CUP   CUP CUP CUP   CUP CUP  CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP CUP  

 
 
 

       
Key To Permit Requirements  

Allowed use, zoning compliance required (Section 17.06.050) A 

Zoning Clearance required (Section 17.06.050) C 

Administrative Review Permit required (Section 17.06.050) ARP 

Minor Use Permit required (Section 17.06.050) MUP 

Conditional Use Permit required (Section 17.06.050) CUP 

Permit requirements set by Article 17.56 * 

Use not allowed  

 
 Article 17.04 for definitions of listed land uses 
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PART 2 - ZONE DISTRICTS AND ALLOWABLE USES OF LAND 

 
Division I – Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Districts 

 
Article 17.08  - AGRICULTURE EXCLUSIVE (AE) DISTRICT 
 
17.08.010 Agricultural Exclusive (AE) 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Agricultural Exclusive (AE) district is to provide for the 
preservation and protection of important agricultural lands that are being used for the commercial 
production of agricultural commodities, and that constitute economic units. For the purposes of this section, 
an economic unit shall mean land that is capable of sustaining agricultural operations under normal 
management by generating agricultural income sufficient to cover all expenses, and that is large enough to 
make efficient use of all required labor and equipment. It is intended that the AE district shall: 
 
 1. Restrict the use of land within the AE district to crop production, the raising of livestock, 

poultry and other animals, and to incidental uses that are customarily and necessarily related to 
agricultural operations, and incidental non-agricultural uses that are necessary for the health, 
safety, welfare and convenience of residents living and working in rural agricultural areas. 

 
 2. Prohibit land uses that are incompatible with commercial agricultural operations, 

including but not limited to certain residential, commercial, industrial and recreational uses. 
 
 3. Once applied to a specific property, not be changed to another zoning classification 

unless the Board of Supervisors determines that such a change would not adversely affect the 
continuation of commercial agricultural operations on adjoining parcels and in the site vicinity. 

 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the AE 
zone as provided by Section 5.030 et seq. (Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements), subject to the 
land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of 
this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS IN  
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 

Agricultural accessory structures C 17.56.020(B) 

Agricultural processing MUP  

Animal raising and keeping  See Section 17.56.050 

Animal sales yards, feed lots, stockyards CUP  

Chicken, turkey and hog ranches CUP  

Crop production A  

Equestrian facilities A 17.56.050 

Fisheries and game preserves A  

Forestry A  

Grazing A 17.04.030 

Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 

Oil and gas wells CUP  

Plant production nurseries MUP See Section 17.56.165 

Rural recreation MUP  
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Article 17.10 - FARM (F) DISTRICT 
 
17.10.010 Farm (F) 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Farm (F) zone is to provide areas for the conduct of 
commercial agricultural operations that can also accommodate necessary services to support agricultural 
uses, together with residential land uses at low population densities. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the F 
zone as provided by Section 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements), subject to 
the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other applicable 
provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE  
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS 
IN  
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural accessory structures C 17.56.020 
Agricultural processing MUP  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Animal sales yards, feed lots, stockyards CUP  
Chicken, turkey and hog ranches CUP  
Crop production A  
Equestrian facilities A 17.56.050 
Fertilizer plants CUP  
Fisheries and game preserves A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A 17.04.030 
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Oil and gas wells CUP  
Plant nurseries, retail MUP  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial)                     CUP 
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Electric generating plants CUP  
Explosives manufacturing and storage CUP 17.56.110 
Food products CUP  
Slaughterhouses and rendering plants CUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Community centers MUP  
Libraries and museums MUP  
Membership organization facilities MUP  
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Article 17.12 - FORESTRY (FOR) DISTRICT 
 
17.12.010 Forestry (FOR) 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Forestry (FOR) zone is intended to designate portions of the 
mountainous areas of Placer County where the primary land uses will relate to the growing and harvesting 
of timber and other forest products, together with public and commercial recreational uses. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the 
FOR zone as provided by Section 17.06.030 et seq. (Allowable land uses and permit requirements), subject 
to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other applicable 
provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
 PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS IN  
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural accessory structures C 17.56.020 
Agricultural processing MUP  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Equestrian facilities A 17.56.050 
Fisheries and game preserves A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A 17.04.030 
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Oil and gas wells CUP  
Plant nurseries, retail MUP  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Electric generating plants CUP  
Explosives manufacturing and storage CUP 17.56.110 
Lumber and wood products CUP  
Paper products MUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Campgrounds MUP 17.56.080 
Camping, incidental A 17.56.080 
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Rural recreation  MUP  
Ski lift facilities and ski runs CUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Residential Uses 
Caretaker and employee housing MUP 17.56.090 
Retail Trade 
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Article 17.14 - OPEN SPACE (O) DISTRICT 
 
17.14.010 Open Space (O) 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Open Space (O) district is to protect important 
open space lands within Placer County by limiting allowable land uses to low intensity 
agricultural and public recreational uses, with structural development being restricted to 
accessory structures necessary to support the primary allowed uses, and critical public facilities. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed 
in the O zone as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit 
requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific 
standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE  
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS IN  
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural accessory structures C 17.56.020 
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Equestrian facilities MUP 17.56.050 
Fisheries and game preserves A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A 17.04.030 
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Oil and gas wells CUP  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Campgrounds MUP 17.56.080 
Camping, incidental A 17.56.080 
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses CUP  
Rural recreation MUP  
Ski lift facilities and ski runs CUP  
Sport facilities and outdoor public assembly CUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Service Uses 
Offices, temporary C 17.56.300 
Public utility facilities MUP  
Storage, accessory A 17.56.250 
Storage of petroleum products for on-site use MUP 17.56.250 
Transportation and Communications 
Airfields and landing strips  CUP 17.56.040 
Antennas, communications facilities See Section 17.56.060 
Pipelines and transmission lines A  
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ALLOWABLE LAND USES 
LAND USE  
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS IN  
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural accessory structures C 17.56.020 
Agricultural processing MUP  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Equestrian facilities See Section 17.56.050 
Fisheries and game preserves A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A 17.04.030 
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Oil and gas wells CUP  

Plant production nurseries See Section 
17.56.165 

 

Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Lumber and wood products CUP  
Paper products CUP  
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Campgrounds MUP 17.56.080 
Camping, incidental A 17.56.080 
Rural recreation MUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Residential Uses 
Caretaker and employee housing MUP 17.56.090 
Home occupations C 17.56.120 
Temporary dwelling C 17.56.280 
Service Uses 
Offices, temporary C 17.56.030 
Storage, accessory A 17.56.250 
Storage of petroleum products for on-site use C 17.56.250 
Transportation and Communications 
Airfields and landing strips CUP 17.56.040 
Antennas, communications facilities See Section 17.56.060 
Heliports CUP 17.56.040 
Pipelines and transmission lines A  

     

KEY TO PERMIT REQUIREMENTS  
Allowed use, zoning compliance required (17.06.050) A 
Zoning clearance required (17.06.050) C 
Minor use permit required (17.06.050) MUP 
Conditional use permit required (17.06.050) CUP 
Administrative  review permit (17.06.050) ARP 
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Division II - Commercial Districts 

 
 
Article 17.20 - COMMERCIAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (CPD) DISTRICT 
 
17.20.010 Commercial Planned Development (CPD) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Commercial Planned Development (CPD) zone district is 
to designate areas appropriate for mixed-use community shopping centers, office parks, and other similar 
developments, where excellence in site planning and building design are important objectives. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the 
CPD zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit 
requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all 
other applicable provisions of this chapter. See also subsection C of this section for permit requirements 
where a proposed site is to be subdivided. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES 
LAND 
USE  
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS  
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant nurseries, retail CUP  
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Printing and publishing CUP  
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches CUP 17.56.100 
Community centers CUP  
Libraries and museums CUP  
Membership organization facilities CUP  
Outdoor commercial recreation CUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses CUP  
Recreation and fitness centers CUP  
Schools - College and university CUP  
Schools - Elementary CUP  
Schools - Secondary CUP  
Schools - Specialized education and training CUP  
Ski lift facilities and  ski runs CUP  
Sport facilities and outdoor public assembly CUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
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Article 17.22 - GENERAL COMMERCIAL (C2) DISTRICT 
 
17.22.010 General Commercial (C2) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The General Commercial Zone District (C2) is intended to 
provide areas for the continued use, enhancement, and new development of retail, 
personal service, entertainment, office and related commercial uses that will attract 
patrons from all areas of the community and region. The C2 district will be located 
mainly along major transportation corridors. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are 
allowed in the C2 zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable 
land uses and permit requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, 
any applicable specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES 
LAND 
USE 
 PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS 
 IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.020 
Plant nurseries, retail C  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Note: any manufacturing or processing use on a parcel of 10 acres or larger 
requires conditional use permit (CUP) approval 
Printing and publishing MUP  
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches C 17.56.100 
Community centers C  
Golf driving ranges MUP  
Libraries and museums C  
Membership organization facilities MUP  
Outdoor commercial recreation MUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Recreation and fitness centers C  
Schools - College and university CUP  
Schools - Elementary MUP  
Schools - Secondary MUP  
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Article 17.24 - HEAVY COMMERCIAL (C3) DISTRICT 
 
17.24.010 Heavy Commercial (C3) 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Heavy Commercial Zone District (C3) provides areas for intensive 
service commercial uses primarily of a non-retail nature, some of which require outdoor storage or activity 
areas. Limited retail and office uses are allowed to the extent that they are compatible with the heavy 
commercial uses. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the C3 
zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements), 
subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE  
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS IN  
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural processing C  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant nurseries, retail C  
Plant production nursery See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Note: Any manufacturing or processing use on a parcel of 10 acres or larger requires 

conditional use permit (CUP) approval 
Clothing products C  
Concrete, gypsum and plaster products MUP  
Electric generating plants CUP  
Food products C  
Furniture and fixtures manufacturing C  
Glass products MUP  
Lumber and wood products MUP  
Metal products fabrication C  
Paper products MUP  
Paving materials MUP  
Printing and publishing C  
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Recycling, scrap and wrecking yards CUP 17.56.170 
Small-scale manufacturing MUP  
Stone and cut stone products MUP  
Structural clay and pottery products MUP  
Wholesaling and distribution C  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches C 17.56.100 
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Article 17.26 - HIGHWAY SERVICES (HS) DISTRICT 
 
17.26.010 Highway Service (HS) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Highway Service Zone District (HS) provides areas for commercial uses 
and services oriented toward the traveling public. Such areas are located along major traffic corridors at 
principal intersections. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the HS 
zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements), 
subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS  
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant nurseries, retail C  
Plant production nursery See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Campgrounds MUP 17.56.080 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Community centers C  
Golf driving ranges MUP  
Libraries and museums C  
Membership organization facilities MUP  
Outdoor commercial recreation MUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Recreation and fitness centers C  
Schools - specialized education and training C  
Sport facilities and outdoor public assembly CUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Residential Uses 
Caretaker and employee housing C 17.56.090 
Home occupations C 17.56.120 
Multifamily dwellings, any size MUP 17.26.010 
Senior housing projects CUP 17.52.210 
Retail Trade 
Auto, mobile home, vehicle and parts sales C  
Building materials stores C  
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Article 17.30 - NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (C1) DISTRICT 
 
17.30.010 Neighborhood Commercial (C1) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Neighborhood Commercial Zone District (C1) is intended to provide 
areas for small-scale, day-to-day convenience shopping and services for residents of the immediate 
neighborhood, which encourages pedestrian and bicycle access, and which is planned and designed to be 
compatible with surrounding residential areas. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the C1 
zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements), 
subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
 PERMIT 

SPECIFIC  
STANDARDS  
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Animal raising and keeping  See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant nurseries, retail MUP  
Plant production nursery See Section 17.56.165 
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Community centers C  
Golf driving ranges MUP  
Libraries and museums MUP  
Membership organization facilities MUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Recreation and fitness centers MUP  
Schools - Elementary MUP  
Schools - Secondary MUP  
Schools - Specialized education and training C  
Sport facilities and outdoor public assembly CUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Theaters and meeting halls CUP  
Residential Uses 
Caretaker and employee housing C 17.56.090 
Home occupations C 17.56.120 
Mobile home parks CUP 17.56.140 
Multifamily dwellings MUP 17.30.010(D) 
Residential accessory uses C 17.56.180 
Senior housing projects CUP 17.56.210 
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Article 17.32 - OFFICE AND PROFESSIONAL (OP) DISTRICT 
 
17.32.010 Office and Professional (OP) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Office and Professional Zone District (OP) is intended primarily for the 
development and operation of professional and administrative offices and personal services, rather than 
retail trade. New development in such areas is intended to be planned and designed so as to be relatively 
compatible with residential uses 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in the OP 
zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements), 
subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS 
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Crop Production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant nurseries MUP  
Plant production nurseries                                                           See Section 17.56.165 
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Note: any manufacturing or processing use on a parcel of 10 acres or larger requires conditional 
use permit (CUP) approval 
Printing and Publishing MUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Community centers MUP  
Libraries and museums MUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Recreation and fitness centers MUP  
Schools - College and university CUP  
Schools - Elementary MUP  
Schools - Secondary MUP  
Schools - Specialized education and training C  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Residential Uses 
Caretaker and employee housing C 17.56.090 
Home occupations C 17.56.120 
Retail Trade 
Mail order and vending C  
Restaurants and bars MUP 17.56.190 
Service Uses 
Banks and financial services C  
Business support services MUP  
Child/adult day care, centers MUP  
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Article 17.34 - RESORT (RES) DISTRICT 
 
17.34.010 Resort (RES) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Resort Zone District (RES) is applied to mountainous 
areas, water-oriented, or other areas with significant natural amenities and commercial 
recreational potential, with good access to major highways. 
 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are 
allowed in the RES zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable 
land uses and permit requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, 
any applicable specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter. 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS 
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 

Agricultural accessory structures C Section  
17.56.020(B) 

Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Equestrian facilities See Section 17.56.050 
Fisheries and game preserves A  
Forestry A  
Plant nurseries, retail CUP  
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Campgrounds MUP 17.56.080 
Camping, incidental A 17.56.080 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Community centers C  
Golf driving ranges MUP  
Libraries and museums C  
Membership organization facilities MUP  
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Outdoor commercial recreation MUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Recreation and fitness centers MUP  
Rural recreation MUP  
Schools - Elementary MUP  
Schools - Secondary MUP  
Ski facilities and ski runs CUP  
Sport facilities and outdoor public assembly CUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
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Division III – Industrial Districts 

 
Article 17.36 - AIRPORT (AP) DISTRICT 
 
17.36.010 Airport (AP) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Airport District Zone District (AP) is intended to be applied to 

public airport sites so as to ensure that all allowed land uses will be compatible with, support 
and enhance airport operations. 

 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed in 

the AP zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and 
permit requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any applicable 
specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter. 

 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC STANDARDS 
IN SECTION 

Agriculture, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Animal Raising & keeping A 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Electric generating plants CUP  
Industrial subdivisions A  
Machinery manufacturing CUP  
Metal products fabrication CUP  
Motor vehicles and transportation equipment CUP  
Printing and publishing MUP  
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Small-scale manufacturing C  
Wholesale and distribution MUP  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Temporary events MUP 17.56.300 
Residential Uses 
Caretaker and employee housing C 17.56.090 
Home occupations C 17.56.120 
Residential accessory uses C 17.56.180 
Retail Trade 
Auto, mobilehome, vehicle and parts sales MUP  
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Article 17.38 - BUSINESS PARK (BP) DISTRICT 
 
17.38.010 Business Park (BP) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Business Park (BP) Zone District is to designate 

areas appropriate for the development of a mixture of light industrial, office and 
commercial land uses in a campus-like setting. Such uses may include high-technology 
manufacturing and assembly, warehousing, professional offices, research and 
development, and commercial uses that are primarily for the support of the employees of 
other businesses in the district and the businesses themselves. The intent of the BP zone 
is that allowed businesses will involve larger numbers of employees, and will construct 
facilities that are attractive and environmentally sensitive. The types of industrial and 
office land uses that will be appropriate in the zone will be those with most of their 
employee positions at primary wage earner levels, with salaries comparable to the 
County’s median income level. Land uses that involve any outdoor manufacturing or 
storage, or that emit any appreciable amount of visible gasses, particulate, steam, heat, 
odor, vibration, glare, dust, or excessive noise will not be allowed. 

 
B. Allowable land uses and permit requirements. The land uses allowed in the BP zone 

district are limited to the following, and any uses determined to be similar in character, as 
provided by Section 17.02.050 (Interpretation — Allowable Uses of Land), subject to the 
land use permit shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. See also subsection C of this section for permit 
requirements where a proposed site is to be subdivided. 

 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES 
LAND 
USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS IN 
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource, and Open Space Uses 
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Clothing products C  
Electrical and electronic equipment, 
instruments C  

Furniture and fixtures manufacturing C  
Industrial subdivisions CUP 17.38.010 
Machinery manufacturing C  
Metal products fabrication C  
Printing and publishing C  
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 
Small-scale manufacturing C  
Wholesaling and distribution C  
Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses CUP  
Recreation and fitness centers MUP  
Schools - College and university CUP  
Schools - Elementary MUP  
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Article 17.40 - INDUSTRIAL (IN) DISTRICT 
 
17.40.010 Industrial (IN) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Industrial Zone District (IN) is intended for a wide range of 

industrial activities including manufacturing, assembly, wholesale distribution, and 
storage. 

 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed 

in the IN zone district as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses 
and permit requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any 
applicable specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter. 

 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC STANDARDS 
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural processing C  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Animal sales yards, feed lots, stockyards CUP  
Crop production A  
Fertilizer plants CUP  
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Plant nurseries, retail C  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Chemical products CUP  
Clothing products C  
Concrete, gypsum and plaster products MUP  
Electric generating plants CUP  
Electrical and electronic equipment, instruments C  
Food products C  
Furniture and fixtures manufacturing C  
Glass products MUP  
Industrial subdivisions A  
Lumber and wood products MUP  
Machinery manufacturing MUP  
Metal products fabrication C  
Metal manufacturing industries CUP  
Motor vehicles and transportation equipment CUP  
Paper products MUP  
Paving materials MUP  
Petroleum refining and related industries CUP  
Plastics and rubber products CUP  
Printing and publishing C  
Recycling facilities See Section 17.56.170 
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Article 17.42 - INDUSTRIAL PARK (INP) DISTRICT 
 
17.42.010 Industrial Park (INP) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The Industrial Park Zone District (INP) is intended primarily for light 

industrial uses such as manufacturing, assembly, research and development and similar 
industrial uses, as well as limited commercial and office uses that are compatible and 
appropriate along with industrial uses. Site development in the industrial park district is 
characterized by careful attention to attractive building design, landscaping, and less site 
coverage than in other commercial and industrial districts. 

 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed 

in the INP zone district as provided by Section 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses 
and permit requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any 
applicable specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter; except 
as provided by subsection C of this section. 

 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC STANDARDS 
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural processing MUP  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Plant nurseries, retail MUP  
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  
Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Note: any manufacturing and processing use on a parcel of 10 acres or larger requires 
conditional use permit (CUP) approval. 
Chemical products CUP  
Clothing products MUP  
Electric generating plants CUP  
Electrical and electronic equipment, 
instruments MUP  

Food products MUP  
Furniture and fixtures manufacturing MUP  
Glass products MUP  
Industrial subdivisions CUP 17.42.010(C)(2) 
Machinery manufacturing MUP  
Metal products fabrication MUP  
Motor vehicles and transportation equipment CUP  
Paper products MUP  
Petroleum refining and related industries CUP  
Plastics and rubber products MUP  
Printing and publishing MUP  
Recycling facilities See Section 17.56.170 
Small-scale manufacturing MUP  
Textile and leather products MUP  
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Division IV – Residential Districts 
 
 
Article 17.44 - RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL (RA) DISTRICT 
 
17.44.010 Residential-Agricultural (RA) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Residential-Agricultural (RA) zone district is to 

stabilize and protect the rural residential characteristics of the area to which it is applied 
and to promote and encourage a suitable environment for family life, including agricultural 
uses. 

 
B. Allowable Land Uses, Permit Requirements and Minimum Lot Area. The following 

land uses are allowed in the RA zone as provided by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., 
(Allowable land uses and permit requirements), subject to the land use permit and 
minimum lot area shown for each use, any applicable specific standards, and all other 
applicable provisions of this chapter. 

 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES 
LAND 
USE 
PERMIT 

MINIMUM(1) LOT 
AREA (sq. ft.) 

SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS 
IN SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural accessory structures C 40,000 17.56.020(B) 
Agricultural processing MUP   
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A 40,000  
Equestrian facilities See Section 17.56.050 
Fisheries and game preserves A 40,000  
Forestry A 40,000  
Grazing A 10 acres 17.04.030 
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 40,000 17.56.270 
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage 
(commercial) CUP 40,000  

Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Electric generating plants  CUP 40,000  

Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Churches MUP 40,000 17.56.100 
Community centers MUP 40,000  
Libraries and museums MUP 40,000  
Membership organization facilities MUP 40,000  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP 40,000  
Schools - Elementary MUP 40,000  
Schools - Secondary MUP 40,000  
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Article 17.46 - RESIDENTIAL FOREST (RF) DISTRICT 
 
17.46.010 Residential-Forest (RF) 
 
 
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Residential-Forest (RF) zone district is to 

provide opportunities for rural residential living in the forested, mountainous or foothill 
areas of Placer County. 

 
B. Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements. The following land uses are allowed 

in the RF zone district as provided by Section 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses 
and permit requirements), subject to the land use permit shown for each use, any 
applicable specific standards, and all other applicable provisions of this chapter. 

 
 

ALLOWABLE LAND USES LAND USE 
PERMIT 

SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS IN 
SECTION 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses 
Agricultural accessory structures C 17.56.020(B) 
Agricultural processing MUP  
Animal raising and keeping See Section 17.56.050 
Crop production A  
Equestrian facilities See Section 17.56.050 
Fisheries and game preserves A  
Forestry A  
Grazing A 17.04.030 
Mining, surface and subsurface CUP 17.56.270 
Plant production nurseries See Section 17.56.165 
Water extraction and storage (commercial) CUP  

Manufacturing and Processing Uses 
Electric generating plants CUP  
Recycling collection stations See Section 17.56.170 

Recreation, Education and Public Assembly Uses 
Campgrounds MUP 17.56.080 
Camping, incidental A 17.56.080 
Churches MUP 17.56.100 
Community centers MUP  
Libraries and museums MUP  
Parks, playgrounds, golf courses MUP  
Rural recreation MUP  
Schools - Elementary MUP  
Schools - Secondary MUP  
Ski lift facilities and ski runs CUP  
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6. Rounding Off. When the required number of parking spaces is other than a 

whole number, the total number of spaces shall be rounded up to the nearest 
whole number. 

 
7. Basis for Parking Calculation. When calculating the number of parking spaces 

required for a specific land use, the gross floor area of any building and the gross 
land area of any outdoor activity shall be used. 

 
B. Number of Spaces Required. The number of off-street parking spaces required for new 

uses shall be based upon the type of land use, as follows. Where the tables of this 
subsection show more than one parking ratio for any use, the required number of spaces 
is the total of all ratios shown. (For example, mortuaries must provide one space for each 
one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet of building area and one space for each 
four seats in an assembly area.) (See subsection C for parking requirements for other 
specific uses.) 

 
1. Minimum Required Parking. Unless a specific number of parking spaces is 

required by subsections (B)(2) through (B)(9) of this section or Article 17.56 
(Specific Use Requirements) for a listed land use, improved off-street parking 
spaces are not required, as long as sufficient usable area is provided to meet the 
parking needs of all employees, visitors, and loading activities entirely on the site 
of the use. 

 
 NOTE: Up to a 10% reduction in parking standards may be granted through 

Administrative Approval (Section 17.60.105). 
 
2. Agricultural, Resource and Open Space Uses. Except for the specific uses 

listed in the following table, parking is required for agriculture, resource and open 
space uses as provided by subsection (B)(1) of this section. 

 
 

Agricultural, Resource and Open Space 
Land Uses 

Number of Parking Spaces 
Required 

Agricultural processing 1 per 1,500 sq. ft. of use area 

Equestrian facilities 1 per 4 stalls 

Plant nurseries, retail 1 per 2,000 sq. ft. of land area 

 
 

3. Recreation, Education and Public Assembly shall provide the following 
numbers of off-street parking spaces, except for ski facilities, which shall satisfy 
the parking requirements of subsection (C)(2) of this section: 
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17.56.165 Plant Nurseries, Retail; Plant Production Nurseries 
 
The production of nursery stock is recognized as a valuable segment of the County's agricultural 
economy.  It is a type of crop production and defined as such herein. Due to the variability in the 
type of plant production operations and plant nursery operations, as well as the differing 
geographic areas of the County where such uses may be proposed, "Plant production nurseries" 
and "Plant Nurseries, Retail" are subject to separate requirements and permits as specified 
herein and in Section 17.06.050. 
 
A. "Plant Nurseries, Retail", where little, if any, plant production is done onsite, and where 

the primary operation is the sale of plants and related garden equipment supplies and 
accessories is permitted as specified in Section 17.06.050 zoning charts. 

 
B. "Plant Production Nurseries", a type of crop production, is permitted in all zone districts 

which permit crop production, except that in the Residential-Agricultural (RA) and 
Residential-Forest (RF) zone districts, a Minor Use Permit is required if the nursery stock 
growing area exceeds five acres. (The area would be measured by drawing the smallest 
polygon around the area where the nursery products are grown and measuring the area 
of that polygon). No accessory sales of non-plant nursery products are allowed. 

 
C. "Plant Production Nursery, Plus". A Plant Production Nursery, Plus, is a commercial 

establishment engaged in buying, displaying, and selling containerized and non-
containerized horticultural, ornamental, and nursery stock produced primarily on-site plus 
non-plant nursery products as an accessory use to the primary use. Such nursery 
operations may involve the application of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, as well as 
other appropriate agricultural management practices. 

 
 A plant nursery of this type is permitted and shall require the approval of a Minor Use 

Permit in any zone where a "Plant Production Nursery" is permitted unless a "Plant 
Nursery, Retail" use is permitted subject to a different permit requirement, in which case 
the permit requirement for the "Plant Nursery, Retail" use shall apply. 

 
17.56.170 Recycling Facilities 
 
When allowed by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements) in 
the zone applicable to a site, recycling collection stations and recycling, scrap and wrecking yards 
are subject to the requirements of this section. 
 
A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish standards for the placement of recycling 

facilities, in accordance with AB 2020, and to process applications for convenience zone 
exemptions in a manner that will protect the health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. 

 
B. Permit Required. The placement, operation or construction of any recycling facility may only 

be permitted as follows: 
 
 1. Commercial and Industrial Zones. The type of land use permit required for recycling 

facilities within the commercial and industrial zones established by Section 17.06.010 
(Zone and combining districts established) shall be as follows: 
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Type of Facility Zones Permitted Permit Required 

Reverse vending machines (within a 
commercial or industrial structure) 

BP, C1, C2, C3, CPD, 
HS, IN, INP 

None (must meet parking 
requirements) 

Reverse vending machines 
(outdoors) 

BP, C1, C2, C3, CPD, 
HS, IN, INP 

Design Review (Section 
17.52.070(D)) 

17.56.180 Residential Accessory Uses 
 
When allowed by Sections 17.06.030 et seq., (Allowable land uses and permit requirements) in 
the zone applicable to a site, residential accessory uses are subject to the requirements of this 
section, where they are specifically identified. Residential accessory uses include any use that is 
customarily part of a single-family dwelling, including but not limited to swimming pools, 
workshops, studios, greenhouses, garages, and guesthouses.  
A. General Standards. Residential accessory uses are subject to the provisions of Section  

17.56.030 (Accessory buildings and uses).  In general, such uses must be incidental to the 
principal use on the site, and they must be constructed/erected concurrently with or 
subsequent to the principal use.  (The timing of  construction of accessory structures is 
addressed in Section 17.56.020(A)(1)). 

B. Permit Requirement. Residential accessory uses are subject to the permit requirements 
established by Sections 17.06.050 (Land use and permit tables) and 17.06.060 et seq., 
(Zone district regulations), except where this section requires a different permit. 

C. Requirements for Specific Accessory Uses. The following accessory uses are subject to 
the requirements shown: 

 
 1. Antennae and Communication Towers. Roof-mounted antennae for earth-based AM 

or FM radio, or VHF or UHF television broadcast reception are not regulated by this 
chapter, except that such antennae are subject to the height limits of Sections 
17.06.060 et.seq., (Zone district regulations) and 17.54.020 (height limits and 
exceptions). Other types of antennae (e.g., satellite dish antennae, ham radio, etc.) are 
subject to the requirements of Section 17.56.060 (Antennae and Communication 
Towers). 

 2. Garages. A detached accessory garage shall not occupy more than the maximum 
allowable floor area shown in the table below (including any workshop, studio, 
guesthouse or storage space within the garage) unless a larger floor area is authorized 
by the approval of a Minor Use Permit. The floor area of an accessory garage that is 
attached to a dwelling unit is not limited, except as may be required by the Uniform 
Building Code or any other applicable construction or fire code. 

  [Note: Standards for garage/workshop/studio/ guesthouse structures in the 
Tahoe-Sierra area are not regulated by this Subsection, but are instead governed 
by the provisions of Subsection (C)(8) (Tahoe Area Accessory Structures).] 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
                                                                               See Section 17.60.105(A)(5) 

  [Note: The limitations on floor area imposed by the chart above are the total 
cumulative floor area of all residential accessory structures regulated by this 
Subsection (i.e., detached garages, workshops, studios, guesthouses, etc.)] 

SIZE OF PARCEL (GROSS ACREAGE) 

MAX. FLOOR AREA 
OF GARAGE 
ALLOWED 

MAX.FLOOR AREA 
WITH ADMIN. 
APPROVAL 

<1 acre 1,000 sq. ft. 1,500 sq. ft. 

1 acre—2.29 acres 1,200 sq. ft. 1,800 sq. ft. 

2.3 acres—4.99 acres 1,600 sq. ft. 2,400 sq. ft. 

5 acres or larger no restriction in size no restriction in size 
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3.Greenhouses. An accessory greenhouse may be constructed with the same amount of 

floor area as a detached garage, based upon the lot size where the greenhouse is to be 
constructed (see the table in Subsection (C)(2)). The allowable size for greenhouses 
and detached garages are not mutually exclusive; each type of structure is permitted the 
allowable floor area as shown on the table above.  Larger greenhouses shall be 
considered to be "Plant Production Nurseries", and are subject to sections et sq 
(Allowable Uses and Permit Requirements). 

 
 
 


